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Poulin highlights role of U.S. counsel

into an agreement
recent Ontario Divi-
sional Court decision
highlights the impor-

tance of setting out what the
role is of U.S. counsel looking to
be involved in class proceedings
with Canadian firms in actions
launched in this country, says a
lawyer involved with the case.

Conversely, Poulin v. Ford Mo-
tor Co. of Canada also applies the
other way — if an Ontario or
Canadian law firm is planning to
assist U.S. counsel south of the
border, they need a few things “to
be clear in their relationship at the
outset,” says Jason Squire, a part-
ner at Lerners LLD.

Superior Court Justice A.D.K.
MacKenzie dismissed the certifi-
cation application on a claim that
arose out of allegedly defective
springs in door latch mechanisms
of motor vehicles manufactured by
Ford. MacKenzie said the plaindiff,
Maurice Poulin, did not adequately
represent the interests of the class.

“The plaintiff had retained

counsel and counsel had entered




